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MARDI GRAS CIVICS  ROUND TABLE 

Did You Know? 
- Mardi Gras Krewes are non profit organizations with philanthropic missions. 

- There are approximately 71 operating riding and marching Krewes and 21,000 float riders. 

- The largest “Super Krewes” have over 3,000 riders, many of which are visitors to the city. 

- Krewes pay an average of $850 to the city to have their parades. Riders spend up to $1,200 per 
year on membership dues and and average of $1,200 on throw packages. 

- One super Krewe estimates it tosses 15 million throws during its parade. 

- The city and taxpayers pay for post parade waste pickup through the Department of Sanitation. 
Costs are based in part based on amount of waste collected by contracted companies. 

- Anyone can create their own Krewe or marching parade and have it permitted online, but a limited 
number of riding Krewes (31) are permitted by City Code to roll during Carnival season. 

- There is a list of all ordinances related to Mardi Gras on the municode.com website. 

- A 2014 Tulane study estimated Mardi Gras contributed $465 million to the local economy, with a 
total of $17.5 million in tax revenues going to local government entities. 

Balancing the Impact of Mardi Gras: 

The year-round economic impact—both direct and indirect–of the Mardi Gras brand is undeniable, 
but no part of the brand benefits from the environmental impacts of unwanted, imported plastic 
beads making their way into our storm drains and public spaces.  

What Do You Think? 
- How should the success of Mardi Gras be measured? 

- Who owns the positive economic impact of Mardi Gras and who owns the waste? 

- What would a public awareness campaign look like in combating Mardi Gras waste? 

- Who should be responsible for providing recycling infrastructure and services at a parade?  

- Should parade throwers be limited in what and how much they throw or will they adapt on their 
own? 

- How can grassroots policy promote and guide a better Mardi Gras experience? 

- What role do education and resiliency planning play in transforming a culture of waste? 
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MARDI GRAS CIVICS  ROUND TABLE - GET INVOLVED! 

Get Involved! 
- Contact your council person and ask them what they are doing to work toward and protect your 

vision for a future Mardi Gras. 

- Suggest policies that support and incentivize waste prevention and recycling. 

- Buy local throws, goods and services and support a Mardi Gras “Made in Louisiana” 

- Attend an Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting and give public comment. 

- Google search “Mardi Gras ordinances” and read Chapter 34 of the Municipal Code to learn 
about permits, floats and throw requirements. 

- Check out the online “one-stop” permitting process and start your own “No Throw” Krewe. 

- Support education and public awareness campaigns policies 

- As an individual or organization, volunteer to work with a throw recycling facility or recycling 
initiative. 

- If you live along the parade route or own a business ask how you might improve the Mardi Gras 
experience for residents, visitors and neighbors. 

Orleans Parish Council Members: 

District A - Joseph I. Giarrusso - joseph.Giarrusso@nola.gov- (504) 658-1010 

District B - Jay H. Banks - jay.Banks@nola.gov - (504) 658-1020 

District C - Kristin Gisleson Palmer - kristin.Palmer@nola.gov - (504) 658-1030 

District D - Jared C. Brossett - councildistrictd@nola.gov- (504) 658-1040 

District E - Cyndi Nguyen - cyndi.Nguyen@nola.gov - (504) 658-1050 

Councilmember-at-Large - Helena Moreno - morenocouncil@nola.gov - (504) 658-1060 

Councilmember-at-Large - Jason Williams - jasonwilliams@nola.gov - (504) 658-1070 

Leave Us A Comment and Pledge! 

We want to know how you might help improve a future Mardi Gras. Please leave a comment and/or 
pledge on the table scroll, in the comment box, at the WWNO Listening Post or email us at 
info@urbanconservancy.org with thoughts, ideas or suggestions. 
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